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A Reno divorce can be a mat-
ter of posh pastoral status, far
from the routine “mill"* variety,
if the six-week waiting period
is spent at a guest ranch.
There are two thriving divorce
ranches in the Reno area con-
sidered “in" to the rich and
famous. Operators of the two
ranches acknowledge only each
other as possible competitors.
Actually, the Donner Trail
Ranch and Whitney's Guest
Ranch cater to their owrr special
clientele.
Privacy

The Donner Trail Ranch at
Verdi is: the biggest and the
only “working” divorce ranch
remaining in this area. It is
designed for those with money
who want privacy, some status,
and believe no Reno divorce
is complete without spending the
days riding horseback, fishing,
and socializing with others wait-
ing for the “treatment.”

The 3,000-acre ranch is man-
aged by Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Drackert, both active in Reno
civic affairs and widely known.
The property is leased by the
couple from the Baxter Ralty
Co. of Los Angeles and New
York.

Divorce and vacationing are
the mainstay of the ranch. The
sprawling white house and an-
nex have some 22 rooms avail-
able for guests. Some eight men
and women work at the ranch
at a variety of )Ubs ranging
from cooks to wranglers.

tion is provided for
those on ‘“essential” frips.
Drackert defines such trips to
include rides to the beauty par-
lor, law offices, the court house,
and the airport. “If they want|
to go info town and play the

Two ‘Divorce

slots, they find ﬂm.r own way,”
he said.
Guests Kept Busy

During the day, he makes sure
the guests are busy riding, fish-
ing, or hunting. Pack trips into
the Sierra are scheduled the
year around (just like in the
movies) with other jaunts to
Lake Tahoe or Reno.

At night, his wife, Joan, who
manages the “inside” part of
the ranch, keeps everyone occu-
pied. As 7 p.m. approaches,
guests file into the living room
in preparation for dinner, Per-
fume and small talk take com-
mand.

“How was your atiprney?”

“He was just fine. We signed
some papers and everything
seems to be going good.”

Mrs. Drackert presented a
guest with her “'six-week" pres-
ent. A box of dramamine for
an airplane ride.

Not Cheap

Divorce Nevada-style is not
cheap. Rates at the Donner Trail
range from $130 to $150 per
week. The guests don't blink
dan't blink an eyelash at trans-
continental jet rides or renting

cars for their entire Nevada

stay.

Sometimes there are men liv-
ing at the ranch waiting for
the treatment. Drackert says
they are “mostly the tough
ones” with contested divorces.

the guests, the evening activi-
ties are mostly prosaic. Scrab-
ble, Monopoly, and bridge have
been big this winter.

“With all the snow we had
this year, the trails were kind
of muddy for riding,” Drackert
said. But business was good,

including several vacationers,

+ |for any companions during the
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The guest's come from a se-
lect group. Most learn about
the ranch from their lawyers.
|“T want to go to one of those|
|ranches in Nevada,” they ask.
At least two of the current
guests learned of the ranch
through the Greater Reno Cham-
ber of Commerce,

Drackert is proud of the
ranch. “I have the best horses
in the , bar none,” he
said. He keeps about 60 horses,
including some 25 for riding.
Injuries are infrequent and
Drackert ¢an recall only a
sprained ankle or a broken wrist
among the casualties during the
12 years he has- leased uw
ranch.

With Reno's reputation as
divorce mill till going full speed
ahead at the ranch, the only
cloud on the horizon is the pro-
posed dam across the Truckee
River downstream from the
ranch house. “This is basically
a resort area,” Drackert said,
pointing to the river and its
bank of budding aspen trees.
Mrs. Drackert shakes her
head and wonders why they (the
Army Corps of Engineers)|
would “devastate the trees and
vegetation."

Whitney Ranch

Whitney's Guest Ranch, south
of Reno on Del Monte Lane,
is a small {seven cottages and
main house) operation owned
by Mrs. L..M. Whitney. It too
caters to the upper<classes,
mostly from the New England
states, and lately, Washington,
D.
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Shuning the “Old West” trim-
mings, the cottages are carpeted
wall-to-wall, and are completely
furnished, A maid is available

work.

Mrs.
tages. She charges $70 a weekf|
for one person and $15 extra

season. In the winter the rale
drops to $50 per week and §10

|
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for those who don't like house | f

Whitney doesn't offer |
% Imeals and guests usually do
 |their own cooking in the cotd

[ an
apple free. es the en-
tire group g together to|

Trail

" shef said.
- “'l‘hiaw:k a parly place,
but I ’t say It is
bish," shé gaid. Business

nches’ Still Thriving

two or l.hrh weddings a season|cause of zoning restrictions and|

here
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development. She sold |

property for taxes, |
taxes aren't a real

|sprea
|some of
but said
| problem. -
“] used to have a lot in Los
|Angeles where the taxes were
higher than for this place,” she
said. .
Future
The future of the divorce|
(dude) ) ranches depends|
o de puess . il

atmneys making recommenda-
Mrs Whitney and thé Drack-

erts doo'f advertise. With the
|business good, Reno's reputation|

las a d\;ome town appuqltbf
c.lrrl&l




