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be obtained for any one of eight causes;
—— but a single one of these causes, “‘extreme
cruelty,’ furnishes more business than all
the others put together. Spend a few days
i in a Reno divorce court and you will

~— | have enough novel definitions of “extreme =

cruelty’ to ﬁlﬂlj_pgggi_n_;hg_@lo_@x_y/

One old mdn came up from Florida to
take “the cure.” As he was over eighty, he
realized that he had not long to live. And
he knew exactly where he wanted to be
buried. It seems that his wife had another
six feet of real estate in view for him. Once
dead, he knew he couldn’t get the better of
her. Se he went to Reno and divorced her
on the ground of extreme cruelty, because
she wouldn’t let him choose his own burial
place!

One divorce was granted in which the
only evidence of extreme cruelty was

MARTI l q I Q NG : trouble over the husband’s necktie.

; N 2 Another woman applied for a divorce be-
: . cause, when she had company, her husband,

arrayed in pajamas, would stalk into the

— CO?ZJZJ[I[J?ZZ n I room, ostentatiously winding an alarm
?ﬂp?‘d‘()Ed MEI/ZGQ’J‘, /f?ﬂé’f wcan clock. He would place this on the mantel,

Institute of Laundering . . . who has helped Sfge Bip ] | il it & dod ik gocapig Sy

got her decree.

million women from z‘ﬁ.e age-old drudgery of washgay; | e o bindied ofceses Chere O

evidence of cruelty is ridiculously trivial

_ The lawyers explain that in many of these

TODAY’S laundries are giving ground” which sets the standards of cases the interested parties don’t want (o

women a new conception of wash-  today’s laundry practice. Mrs. Lang s gigiegeaun biic i el

P e Sl AL 2o : agree to hide them under the mask of
ay service. Starthng improvements  discusses laundering problems with

< 2 : i “extreme cruelty.” The judges accept this
in methods, materials and equipment  thousands upon thousands of home routine plea because to them it means

BLAZING NEW WASHDAY TRAILS—Mys,
Martha Lang discussing svashroom safeguards with re-
search staff of the American Institute of Laundering.

protect your clothes as never before. managers every year—then inter- simply that two people have agreed that
Mrs, Martha Lang has been your prets their views to the skilled re- their marriage is a failure.

spokesman in this development. She  search staff of the Laundry Institute.

is Consultant in Improved Methods The findings of this staff are adopt- THE one detail that seems all important

atthe AmericanInstitute of Launder-  ed by laundries everywhere that ll;l. is that of residence. You need no W“‘_’

ing — the million-dollar “proving low the Institute’s recommendations. ness to corroborate your charge of cruelty

But you do have to produce a witness who'
will testify, underoath, that you have liv
in Washoe County three months. Keeje

These new developments have helped
win 8 million families as permanent

laundry customers. of rooming-houses and of apartments pa

There is a present-day laundry as ronized by divorce seekers pick up tid
near as your te]ephone’ read v to g| ve sums by acting as residence witnessesf
vou this new washdayv service. Send their tenants. So-do maids and other d

mestic servants.

The usual fee for a witness is about te
dollars. A residence witness swears that
“saw the defendant every day for thi

months."” Hissworn statement may not b
literally true. But no one guestions it,
y The plaintiff must testify that he

she, came to Reno “intending to resid

there.” Sometimes people balk at thi
But they are soon convinced that a pe
can ‘“‘reside" in a place one month, or e
only one day. When the case comes

with trunks packed and railroad ticket

@ g / their pockets, they swear that they “res
Lt - ©1930, L.N.A. side” in Reno.

Before a case is tried in court, the lawye
and his client have a dress rehearsal, i
they call it. The lawyer has written
the questions which will be asked and
answers which the client is to give.
rehearsal is intended to make the clien
letter-perfect, but a lawyer told me af§
woman who almost lost her case becaust
she slipped up on one answer,
“Where do you reside?” her attorne
asked her at the trial.
To his dismay, she blithely replici
“Harmon on the Hudson.”
That was her real home, and the truil

i § your family washing #his week! Spon-
(Abowe) The million-dollar “proving ground” of  sored by the Laundryowners National
the Laundry Industry at [Joliet, Hlinois Association of the U, S. and Canada.
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tand suavely replied, “I said that I did live
iin Harmon on the Hudson. But I was
labout to add that I live in Reno now.”

* Her lawyer, who told me of the incident,
‘glowed with admiration of her quickness.
*“Her case would have been thrown out in
ten seconds,” he said, “if she had repeated
her mistake.”

“The alleged minimum fee of $250 for a
‘divorce is largely a myth. The big lawyers
‘charge “whatever the traffic will bear.”
The little fellows charge whatever they can
‘get—and sometimes that is as low as
twenty-five or fifty dollars a case. One of
' the leading attorneys told me that his firm
ved $200,000 for representing a mil-
aire who divorced his wife in order to
“marry another woman.
" Itis frankly admitted in Reno that most
' of the divorce suits are brought because one
‘or both of the parties want to marry some-
g else. But the Renonians told me, with
ical laughter, how these well-laid plans
letimes go wrong. There was the case,
instance, of a wealthy woman who sued
divorce, expecting to marry a popular
usical comedy tenor. Just as her decree
to be granted, the tenor married a
ge dancer; and the newly divorced
found herself with only a past hus-
‘band and no future one in prospect.
. Some people seem to get the Reno habit.
hey appear there, not only once, but two
three times. As the years go by, they
probably stretch this to four or five
es. The Nevada courts are just as
pitable to old customers as to new
The average age of the divorce seekers is
round thirty. But Mayor Roberts told
‘he has had several clients who were in
ir eighties, the oldest being eighty-
years old. All of these veterans were
. And almost without exception they
ted to marry a younger woman. The
dest woman divorcee I heard of was in
er seventies. She didn't want another
husband. She merely wanted to get rid of
the one she had.

¥
i
(\F THE men and women seeking “the
S cure,” the largest contingent comes
from New York. The other chief sources
of supply are New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
‘Massachusetts, Illinois, and Canada. But
the whole world seems to be represented.
|t is the Mecca, for instance, for Americans
*and English living in China.

~ Even Australia sends its quota. Mayor
Roberts had three Australian preachers
among his clients last year. He added that
he always has several preachers in his
annual grist of cases. But preachers’
Wwives are few and far between.

A curious sidelight on the abnormal
atmosphere of the colony is the fact that
Reno is honeycombed with fortune tellers
of all kinds; palmists, crystal gazers,
Hindu seeresses, readers of tea leaves
and of cards, and what have you. Women
who are about to abandon one matri-
monial experiment seem strangely eager to
be told that there is a dark horse some-
where in the offing.

Many of the summer grist of divorce
seekers spend very little time in the town
itself. Some of them go to near-by resorts,
like the Willows, or Lawton Springs. In
the summer they motor up to Lake Tahoe,
on the boundary line between California
and Nevada., There they can spend as
much time as they like at Calneva, a name

The Truth About Reno, by Mary B. MutLert
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compounded out of the names of the two
states. Across the floor of the huge main
room of the hostelry runs a broad, dark
line; and on one side of that line, they are
in Washoe County, Nevada, the required
place of residence while they are taking
“the Reno cure."

A dozen “dude ranches,” in secluded
valleys among the surrounding mountains,
are frequented solely by members of the
divorce colony.

I went to one of these dude ranches,
close to the marvelous Pyramid Lake,
about thirty miles from town. The wife of
the proprietor was, herself, a divorcee
Several years ago, while taking her own
“cure,” she stayed at a dude ranch. She fell
in love with one of the cowboys, married
him after she got her decree, and they set
up their own establishment.

AYOR ROBERTS told me that he has

had as many as fifteen of his clients
working on his own ranch (not of the dude
variety) while getting their decrees. Most
of these workers were men who needed the
money. But there was one woman, whom
he hired as a cook. He told me that he has
been attorney in more than two thousand
cases and has lost only one.

“That was the case of a doctor who came
down from Canada,” the Mayor explained.
“He wanted to divorce his wife and marry
anurse; but he didn't tell me that his hands
were not clean and that his wife would con-
test the suit. She did; and the court very
properly denied the decree. That spoiled.
my record. Still,” he added proudly, “1
have won more divorce cases than any
other man alive."

To those of us who retain the old ideas
about the sanctity of marriage, there i§
something sordid and revolting about the
Reno divorce mill. ' When I said as much to
the Reno people themselves, the answers
ran about like this:

“Why revolting? The men and women
who come here for divorce have made a
failure of marriage. Are you going to cone
demn them all to keep on being misers
able?"

To which 1 made bold to reply: “Ifit
were not for easy-divorce courts, people
would try harder to make a success of mar=
riage. The grass in another pasture always
looks greener. You, in Reno, pull down'
the fence and invite all and sundry to p
out a new pasture. When the grass there
turns out to be no better, perhaps worse,
than in the old home field, you tear down’
that fence and say: ‘Try another!

“1f, instead, people were told to stay @
home and to make an honest effort o
cultivate their own domestic pastures, they
probably would raise at least a fair crop of
happiness.”

“Possibly,” they reply—but with @
smile of cynical tolerance.

And this baffling smile is so charactet-
istic of Reno that sometimes it seemed
me that the very sunshine itself smile
down upon the town with the same tale
cynicism.

As I said before, the town is
and beautiful. The people are deli
ful. But—they have given up a g
deal in exchange for the divorce revenu
which makes possible their boast of bein
“The Biggest Little City in the World®
They think they have made a good bargain;
But 1 wonder.
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