
20 

THE Washoe Indians had no real ob
jection either to working or fight
ing as long as they didn't become 
personally involved. They didn't 

mind a bit if their neighbors, the Apaches 
and the Navajos, insisted on sounding 
the war drums at intervals, nor did they 
really object to the fact that the Piutes 
to the east tilled the soil and made 
blankets and in other ways manifested a 
rather regrettable tendency toward phys
ical labor. 

The Washoe Indians just shook their 
heads pityingly at such display of en
ergy and then draped themselves com
fortably on the ground and inhaled vast 
quantities of sun. They could lie there 
and look to the west and see the snow
fringed tops of the SierraN evada Moun
tains etched against a sky of incredible 
blueness-and by turning their heads to 
the east they could see the rather somber 
flat-topped peaks of the Virginia Moun
tains, under which there reposed many 
millions of dollars in gold and silver. But 
even if they had known that, it wouldn't 
have bothered them. They loved that sun 
and really you can't blame them, because 
that Nevada sun is as tasty a bit of sun 
as ever you saw. 

Any how, theW a shoe tribe camped per
manently alongside of a shallow part of 
what is now the Truckee River. The 
Truckee River is only about sixty miles 
long and it flows from Lake Tahoe, high 
in the mountains, to Pyramid Lake. The 
Washoe Indians liked the place where 
they were encamped and they decided to 
live there forever and forever. And-be
lieve it or not-that's why today a woman 
f1·om New York or Seattle or Timbuctoo 
can get a divorce in Reno in practically 
no time at all and a man can play a lit
tle stud or roulette or faro or keno in 
Reno at six in the morning or three in 
the afternoon or at any other time of the 
day or night without fear of the gen
darmes crashing in to say, "You can't do 
that, Mister." 

It's Still the Frontier 

The history of the present-day Nevada 
is so interwoven and dependent upon the 
history of early Nevada that it really 
isn't a bit incongruous to state that the 
present divorce and gambling laws, the 
present reign of tolerance and, paradox
ically enough, the present non-political, 
strictly-business administration which 
governs the state are all links in the 
chain of events which began a hundred 
years ago when the lazy, lovable Washoe 
Indians set themselves down in the sun 
by the side of a ford in the Truckee River 
-a spot which is now Virginia Street, 
Reno. 

To begin with, Reno is Nevada-and 
Nevada is Reno. In telling the story of 
Reno we are telling the story of Nevada. 
Nevada is a battle-born state; it is a 
state which has never lost its separate 
identity or individuality-it is a frontier 
state which has used but has never al
lowed itself to be softened by the modern 
civilization. And Reno is still a frontier 
city;the closest link in the United States 
'to the lusty, vigorous young animal which 
was America ·a hundred years ago. 

We've begun with those Was hoe In
dians, and now let's see how important 
they were in the birth and development 
of Reno. The Forty-Niners, passing over 
the desolate plains of the Salt Lake Val-
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ley, trying not to see the sun-bleached 
bones which dotted the ghastly while 
earth, finally came to the ford where the 
Washoe Indians were camped. Here was 
peace. Here was a lovely rushing river 
and here were green things growing and. 
by raising one's eyes-there was snow. 
They rested and they traded with the 
W a shoes and then began the long last lap 
which was to lead to the halcyon dream 
of gold and glory-or to death and dis· 
illusionment. Many of those who fail d 
to find gold in California remembered 
yearningly that cool spot in the valley 
where life seemed to slide by so peace· 
fully. Many came back and settled there 
near the ford and some searched for gold. 

The Mountain of Silver 

In 1859 two young Irishmen, Pat. 
rick McLaughlin and Peter O'Riley, 
stumbled upon a rich strike some twenty· 
two miles from the ford of the Truckee. A 
blustering braggart named Henry Pa1ge 
Comstock looked upon the richness of the 
ore and told the two young men, "My 
lads, I forgot to tell you this is a claim 
I staked out myself some time ago-bul 
I'll cut you in for a share each." 

TheY. called it the Comstock Lode and 
before it was exhausted a total of nine 
hundred million dollars' worth of gold 
and silver was taken from it. Virgin ia 
City sprang up. Thousands of miners,al· 
tracted by the discove•·y of the lode, hm· 
ried to the spot. Virginia City was a 
typical mining town. So was near-by Sil· 
ver City. The miners worked hard-they 
played hard. At night they wanted to get 
away from Virginia City; they wanted 
to see other bars-other towns. They 
went to Reno, or what became Reno 
when the railroad came through. 

Now it was that Reno became the town 
where miners went on Saturday night. 
When miners want to relax they do not 
hanker for lawn tennis or symphony con
certs. The star which miners follow is 
the star of luck-the Goddess of Chance 
is their patroness. When they bend their 
backs over the earth, fighting the earth, 
trying to tear yellow gold from the earth 
-they are gambling. A min er work1 
vainly for years at one spot and then a 
newcomer digs his pick into the earth 
fifty feet away and strikes gold. Luck! 
Miners more than anyone else believe in 
luck. 

So when they went to Reno it was nat· 
ural that luck should play a part in their 
relaxation as it J?layed a part in their 
work. They gambled as men of the mi nes 
and of the plains have always gambled. 
They played faro and stud and dice and 
if they won they laughed and threw the 
gold on the bar and called, "Drinks for 
the house!" If they lost they shrugged 
their shoulders and walked out calmly, 
squinted, perhaps, at the fiery dawn that 
was bursting over the Sierra Nevadas 
and headed back to Virgmia City to fight 
the earth once more. 

Drinking and gambling: they were the 
twin g·odparents of Reno, as they are of 
every frontier town. Reno grew up. A 
railroad was built to Reno and the city 
attained a certain dignity. The Civil War 
came and the astute Abraham Lincoln ar· 
ranged for Nevada to be admitted into 
the Union as a state in 1864. The fi gure 
of Lincoln is so shrouded in legend thm 
it is difficult to see the man. We remem· 
ber his greatness-and forget that he 



c 0 IIi e rs for December 28, 1935 21 

was a clever politician. He admitted N e
vada into the Union-he was really ad
mitting the Comstock Lode and the gold 
and s ilver which were flowing from it in 
an apparently inexhaustible stream. That 
gold and silver helped finance the . war 
for the North. 

All t hi s is a prelude to the Reno of to
day. All this is the fou ndation upon which 
Reno now s tands. The background of any 
city must necessarily intrude into its 
present. This is more true of Reno than 
perhaps any city in the country. Reno 
is still the town where miners go on a 
Saturday night to revel, to gamble, to 
drink . 

The World's Biggest Little City 

Let 's look at the Reno of today , always 
keeping in mind its history. Only in that 
way can we understand it and appreciate 
it. Let us r emember that it is still and 
always will be a frontier town. 

Reno today is a wide-open city- wide
open in every sense of the word. Across 
the main street is an arch which in large 
letters proclaims to the world, "Reno
The Biggest Little City in the World." 
Reno is the biggest city I have ever seen , 
although its population is only some 18,-
000-a figure wh1ch is augmented by the 
3,000 or so transients who are always in 
the city. In this city of 18,000 there are 

and always ·will be gambling·. Why not 
bring it out into the open and do it de
cently? Why not g ive the stat e a revenue 
from it? vVhy not conduct ga mbling along 
honest lines? ' 

"When gambling is conducted behind 
closed doors ," Griswold said, " it is in
variably crooked. There is no check on 
it. The gamblers have to pay large sums 
for protection and they have to make that 
up. Crooked wheels , crooked dice an d 
crooked dealers are the rule. vVe realized 
that and realized that we couldn't stop 
gambling in our state. The pioneer spirit 
is still s trong here. So we looked the s it
uation in the face and passed a law. It 
was a law to legalize gambling. At first 
t he gamblers were overjoyed and they 
did everything but dan ce in the street . 
They saw millions in profits for them
selves. But," Gri swold added grimly, 
"when t hey read t he statu te they became 
panic-stricken. I helped frame that stat
ute. W e put every safeguard around 
gambling that it is huma nly possible to 
place around it. R ead the statute and 
you'll see what I mean." 

The statute is certainly one of the most 
stringent of its kind ever passed . It al
lowed gambling- surely . But there was 
a catch to it. The catch was that every 
gambling game, every slot machine, every 
t able was to be taxed individually. The 
statute outlawed sweepstakes and lot-

The crOUJ>iers are friendly croupiers. They actually root for you 

perhaps fifty places where one may gam
ble and there is virtually no known gam
bling game which one cannot play-all 
under the protection of the law, for since 
1931 gambling has been legal in Neva da. 

In 1910 gambling was legally outlawed 
in the s tate. However, men who had gam
bled all their lives, and whose fathers be
fore them had gambled, were not going 
to stop merely because a few of their 
fellows said, "You cannot gamble." Tht y 
cheerfully ignored t he prohibition against 
gambling just as they cheerfully ignored 
the prohibition against drinking later 
on. Reno remained a wide-open town
but behind half-closed doors. 

For years and years the gamblers tried 
to have gambling legaiized. Huge war 
chests were organized and lobbyists fill ed 
the streets of Carson City trying to ca
jole, bribe or persuade the legislators 
that it would be a g ood move to legalize 
the spin of the wheel or the roll of the 
dice. But the legi slators were obdurate. 
It wasn't until 1931 that a gambling bill 
was presented to the legislature that met 
with its approval. Then, oddly enough, 
it wasn't at the behest of the gamblers 
at a ll. 

"Sentiment suddenly crystallized in fa
vor of legal gambling," former Governor 
Morley Griswold says. "People finally 
said, 'There has always been gambling· 
in Nevada. Th;:::·e is gambling here now 

t eries. It ment ioned specifi cally that such 
games as faro, monte, seven-and-a -half, 
rou.lette, keno, fantan, black jack, J?ig: 
Injun , Klondike, craps and poker could 
be played. 

A Break for the Tax Coll ector 

The tax was considerable. For instance, 
each "21" game should pay a quarterly 
t ax of $150. Each roulette wheel had to 
pay the same. P a ngingue-a popular 
card game resembling glorified rummy, 
was taxed $75 a table each quarter. Each 
s lot machine had to pay a $30 quarterly 
tax. Stud poker tables had to pay $100 
a year while a ll other games, including 
craps, had to pay th e state $200 a year. 
In addition to this, the statute provided 
that if a gambling house was situated 
within the boundaries of an incorporated 
city that city would be given half of the 
stat e tax a nd could in addition levy any 
additional tax it saw fit . Counties, in
cidentall y, w ere g iven the pr ivilege of 
local option, but no county has a s yet 
prohibited gambling. 

Ther:- was nothing in the law to limit 
the number of games or machines that 
a hou se could have. The only limitation 
was the ability of the proprietor to pay 
the taxes. The law also provided (and 
this made the sure-thing boys wince ) 
that anyone caught running a crooked 

gambling game wou ld be guilty of a fel 
ony and liai;Jle to a $1,000 fine and s ix 
<aonths' impri sonment. The same pun
ishment was to be dealt to any proprie
tor who allowed a minor to play in hi s 
establishment or to enter it. Specifically, 
the statute warned that ignorance of the 
age of the minor would be no defen se. 
Nowher e in the world is legalized gam
bling surrounded by so many safeguards. 

The law was an immediate hit in Ne
vada in general and Reno in particular. 
Dozens of places sprang up on Virginia 
Street a nd Center Street and the various 
byways of t he city. Every r estaurant 
put in a couple of slot machines . Places 
like th e Bank Club (the largest open g a m
bling room in the country), the Town 
House, the Wa ldorf, the exclusive Coun
try Club, the magnificent Tavern where 
the food a nd entertainment are as good 
as you'll find anywhere in the country
these places sprang up like mushrooms. 
The excellent Riverside Hotel put in a 
gambling room, and when you go to Reno 
you reg ister to the tune of galloping dice 
or clinking chips. Visitors attracted by 
the liberality of the new law came to Reno 
to gamble. The cash registers of the gam
bling houses began ~o sing a merry tune. 

The more merry the tune the more taxes 
came tumbling into the city coffers . When 
Repeal came, of course, every gambling 
establi shment put in a bar (previously 

The place was crowded, many of the 
players obviously being clerks or shop
keeper s who were s pending their lunch 
hour in the place . I walked to a crowded 
dice table. A man made a couple of passes 
and looked up a nd nodded. An hour be
fore , he had sha ved me in a barber shop 
across the street. 

Everybody's Game 

"Get in here, take my place, I've got 
to get back to work," another said, and I 
recognized him as a cab dr iver who had 
driven me the night before. A man at a 
nea r-by fa ro table called a greeting. H e 
was a cowboy whom I had met at a ranch 
two days before. These were citizens of 
Reno-they weren't visitors merely hav
ing a fling at the dice or the cards. True, 
they didn't play big. Usua lly the man 
with the dice shot half a dollar. If he 
won he'd double up once but it was rare 
to see a man shootin.g for more than a 
dollar in the Bank Club, and t he Bank 
Club is a typical Reno gambling house . 
But even shooting such comparatively 
small stakes one would think that a player 
could in the course of a week or a month 
be badly burned. 

Well, let's see what the mayor has to 
say about thi s. Mayor J ohn Cooper of 
Reno was once a merchant, and a suc
cessful merchant. They tell you in Reno 

Any law s tudent ·can draw up a complaint in an uncontested case 

/ 

only about ninety per cent of them sold 
liquor). The bars are taxed separately . 
The city of Reno taxes an ordinary sa
loon $800 a year ; tt saloon which fur
ni shes music (night clubs are included) 
$1,000 a year; a restaurant which sells 
liquor $500 a year; a beer parlor $12d a 
year; a drugstore which sells bonded 
liquor $400 a year; and a wholesale liquor 
dealer pays a city tax of $400 per year. 

As an example of what a gambling es
tablishment pays in taxes, take the Bank 
Club . Over each dice table and card game 
is a sign, "This game never closed." At 
noon you are apt to see five or six hun
dred men and wom en gamblin g there. 
Last year the Bank Club paid the city of 
Reno $5,930 for its various gambling li
censes alone. Its liquor li cense brought 
additional revenue to the city. In a ll, Reno 
last year was benefited from revenue de
rived from gambling and liquor by more 
than $100,000. That's a great deal of 
revenue for a city of less than 20,000, 
and it came from only two sources. 

Now let's come to an interesting ques
tion: Does legalized gambling help or 
hurt a community? Does open gambling 
lower the purchasing power of a com
munity? Does it impair the usefulness 
or lower the moral tone of individuals? 
First let us state that citizens of Reno, 
a s a class, gamble a great deal. 

I went into the Bank Club at noon. 

that he's a g r and mayor. He has, fo r 
instance, developed in Reno one of the 
g reatest fire departmen~s in the country. 
Funny about Reno-when you think o.f 
the city you think of gambling or divorce. 
And yet it has a fire department a nd fire 
equipment that is th e equal of any city 
three times its s ize. There hasn't been a 
really bad fir e in Reno in twenty years. 
Mayor Cooper looks what he is-an in
t elligent, home-loving, average American 
whose native shrewdness and business 
ability enabled him to rEJach middle a ge 
comfortably fixed. H e'd l(>ok out of place 

(in front of a dice table or a roulette wheel 
-but then he doesn't stand in front of a 
dice table or a roulette wheel. Gambling 
just doesn't interest him except as a 
source of revenue for the city of Reno. 

"Some years ago," the mayor said to 
me, "we had a r ace track her e. We h ad 
a s ixty-c!ay m eeting. During these sixty 
days of horse racing the merchants a t 
Reno might just a s well have closed up 
shop. There is something about horse 
racing that makes people bet more than 
they can afford. Once they do that their 
purchasing power is lowered and every 
merchant in town feels it. People seem 
to want to make money in a hurry at 
tracks. They know they have only sixty 
days in which to do it and they plunge, 
lose, plunge again and then they're in 
over their heads. That," the mayor said. 
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Keep lJp with the World 
By F reling Foster 

A Midclle IV estern company, that 
has been in operation for the past 50 
year s , has just been put out of busi
ness. I t sold an odorless a nd taste
less powder that was alleged to cure 
drunkenness. During this time mil
lions of women have bought the prep
a ration, secretly mixing it in the tea 
or coffee of hu sband or brother on the 
guarantee t hat he would soon "hate 
whisky." No such cure by it has ever 
been r ecorded. · 

An interesting sidelight on verdicts 
handed down in Ameri can criminal 
courts is the fact that 35 per cent of 
their appealed cases are r eversed . 

In t he United Stat es, more than 
5,000 movi e theaters use one of eig ht 
names-Stran d, Ritz, Lyric, Majes
tic, Princess, Rialto, Royal and State; 
and 203 different catalogued songs 
are entitled, " I Love You."- By Edith 
B. Embury, Det1·o it, iYlichigan. 

The RiverJ ordan in Palestine, Chris
t ianity's most sacred str eam s ince the 
day when the first Chri stian baptism 
took place in it, is a muddy, narrow 
a nd unnavigable little river, running 
t hrough a wilderness t ha t, a s far a s 
is known, has neve r nurtured one im
portant town. 

"Stones," comparable to gallstones 
in a human being, are found quite 
freq uently lodged in the stomachs of 
horses and cows. They are formed 
through an accumulation of indigest 
ible materia l and sometimes r each 
several pound s in weight. 

In Europe during the Middle Ages, 
wh ole cities were stricken with terror 
at times when red spots mysteriously 
appeared on brea d. Mu ch r eligious 
sign ificance was attached to this sup
posed manifestation of impending evil 
until the color was discovered to be 
caused by a red micro-organism ( B a
cillus P rodig10SHS) which, at that 
t ime, appeared in ep idemic form dur
ing warm weather.- By J ean R. Da
mon, To ws on, Maryland. 

A new electrical instrument for mo
torcars constantly indicates the num
ber of mil es being traveled per ga ll on 
of gasoline. Thus it shows, under 
known driving conditions, when t he 
efficiency of t he ca r is affected and its 
cost of operation increased by me
chanical impairments. - By K. H. 
Goode, Chicago, lllinois. 

Th e a ncient Roma ns believed t hat 
ever yone had a "genius," or beneficent 
g ua rdian spir it which protected him 
from the cradle to the grave, and they 
were so completely convinced that 
this spirit was constantly with them 
that newly married couples, when f ur
ni shing homes, would a lways buy an 
extra bed- for their genii . 

The Toradjas, a primitive race of 
Celebes , have strange burial cus toms. 
The body remains in the house for two 
year s. unt il t he death rites have been 
completed, and then it is placed in 
a tomb, cut in t he s ide of a moun
tain, t he entrance of wh ich is forever 
g ua rded by a lifelike effigy . Inciden
tally, t he Tora dj as are the only people 
whose holy men are known to dress in 
women's clothes. 

A significant trend in · the United 
States today is the r apid growth of 
birth-control clinics . During the past 
year t hey have been established at 
the rate of one every five days, bring
ing the total number up to 225, which 
is many more, in proportion to our 
population, than in any other coun
try. 

Lope c/e Vega (1562-1635 ) , Spain's 
greatest dramatist, has recent ly been 
"honored" by a postage stamp that 
bears a drawing which he, paradoxi
cally, once used to dishonor his envi
ous contemporaries. It is a picture of 
a dead cockroach, lying on its back. 
-By M a1wice Sagoff, Boston, M assa
chusetts. 

Five dull:-. rs w ill be paid for e ac h int e re s tin:; 
or unus ual fact acccpl c d for thi s column . Con
tribution s mus t he acco mpani e d by satisfac tory 
proof. Adflrc!ss Keep Up with the '\'t' orld , 
Co llier"s, .250 l,ark Ave nue, l"cw York City. 

This «:olumn i s co J• yrig ht c d by Co llier's, The N atioual Wee kly . None of 
the items may b e r e produced without express p ermi ssion of the publis h ers 

• 

shaking his head, "is bad for everyon e. 
"Now h ere," he added, "we have no 

such feveri sh desire to get rich quick. 
The gambling houses are a lways open . 
You can play for pennies or dimes or 
quarters or dollars. There is no hurry 
about ma king a quick killing. Our citi
zens are accustomed to gambling houses. 
They take them in their stride. They go 
in and play a litt le and get amusement 
out of it and aren't hurt by it. Inciden
tally," the mayor a dded emphatica lly, 
"our gambling hou ses are honest. The 
proprietors themselves see to that. They 
know that if one crooked game is exposed 
the stig ma will rest on all gambling es
tablishments and all w ill suffer." 

Tolerance Governs Reno 

The croupiers at the tables in Reno a r e 
not the s t eel-eyed, impersonal croupiers 
you see in Florida or Saratoga or Chi
cago, or in your own home town (I 'll bet 
you there are half a dozen gambling 
places within fi ve miles of you no matter 
what city you live in). They are friendly 
croupiers. They actuall y root for you. 

I was after a ten for my t hi r d point 
and I 'd let it r ide. The croupier was 
more excited than I. "Gome on t en ," he'd 
call as I threw th e dice. And when I 
didn't make it he looked for a moment 
as though he'd burst out crying . 

"Who ar e you working for, me or the 
house?" I a sked him. 

"Well," he said, "if you win I figure 
you'll give me a tip. If the house wins 
a ll I get is my sa lary. Sure, we like to 
see the players win." 

One of the best indications of the hon
esty of Reno gambling games (or of the 
credulity of ma n) is the fact that when 
the night is over and most of the places 
are closed you'll find many of the crou
piers of those places playing in estab
lishments which keep open all night. 

But as a community R eno does not 
seem to have s uffer ed because of the 
gambling. Ask a few of t h e local mer
chants for t heir views on this. 

J. T. Mar ks is in the furniture busi
ness. H e scoffed at the idea that gam
bling lowered the purchasin g power of 
the city. " The gambling fratern ity has 
brought us cons iderable new bus iness. 
We find that gambling somehow teaches 
people an obligation to pay . Pay ments 
on mer chandi se are met promptly in Reno. 
Yes, gambling has been a great stimula
tion to bu siness." 

There's Dud R. Ray, sales manager 
of an automobile company. His business 
is conducted a lmost entirely on an install
ment-payment basis . "We have never had 
a default in a payment f or a n automo
bile which was due to gambling losses. 
No local resident ever said to me, 'I can't 
pay this month because I lost so much 
gambling.' Gambling is good for my busi
ness. The sale of automobiles to the 
gambling people is very good. No, I can't 
see wh y anyone would criticize our gam
bling laws. They've been good for busi
ness in every way." 

W. W. Conant owns a grocery store. 
He presents a new light on gambling in 
Reno. "You know the local people don't 
play heavily. Gambling is a matter-of
fact thing with them now, and they don't 
splurge-splurge beyond their means . I 
know tha t ordinarily ga mbling is a bad 
thing for a community, but Reno some
how is different. There's no city in the 
world just like Reno. I know that gam
bling doesn't hurt bus iness and I know 
that it has brought a great deal of money 
into town that wasn't here before and that 
ordinarily wouldn 't have come here.'' 

Lester Hilp, druggist, casts one luke
warm dissenting vote. "When gambling 
was legalized," he tells us, "it gave bus i
ness a tremendous boost. There is no 
doubt of that. However, I can't see where 
the city or state will derive any perma
nent benefit from it." 

Now we've picked these men at r an-

dom. They form a cross-section of Reno 
business life . It seems fa ir to say that, 
on the whole, Reno businessmen are well 
satisfied with the laws under which gam
bling operates. There must be those who 
wince a bit when they drive home late 
at night (or to their offices in the morn
ing) to the tune of chips being tossed on 
a table or to the merry clicking of dice. 
There must be those who shi ver with dis
taste at the th ought that their children 
are going to schools whi ch are built and 
partly maintained by funds derived from 
the gambling losses of their neighbors. 
There must be, but I never met any such 
in Nevada. 

Rid ers of the sagebru sh. men of the 
mines-these still look u pon Reno as the 
place to go wh en your heart is light and 
your pocket is heavy. The money men of 
Hollywood who fo r merly went . to Agua 
Caliente to g amble now fl y to Reno to 
try their luck and to forget their trou
bles. Wid e open as Reno is, there is noth
ing vicious about the ni ght life of the 
city . Ther e is a gayety and fr iendliness 
about Reno and about th e people who go 
to Reno to enjoy t hemselves but there is 
no viciousness nor ugliness about it. Tol
erance, not li cense , governs Reno. 

To talk only of the gambling in Reno 
is to g ive a n unfair picture of one of the 
most interest in g cities in the country. 
True it is t hat the gambling is typical 
of the sp irit of t olerance which is the 
spiri t of the city. More complacent com
munities may shudder at the thoug·ht of 
the liberality of Reno-Reno shudders at 
the hypocrisy of cities which hide gam
bling behind closed doors. 

There is a lso the question of divorce, 
Reno is pop ularly known as the fastest
producing divorce m11l in the country. 
But to quote for mer Governor Griswold 
a gain: "Reno in the matter of divorc~ 
mer ely takes advantage of the medieval 
divorce laws of other sta tes . Here in 
Nevada we see no reason for solving 
modern socia l problems w ith antiquated 
remedies." 

. If you'll read the divorce statute of 
Nevada you'll find that the grounds for 
divorce are much the same as in other 
states. The difference is t hat the legal 
machinery by wh ich one may get a di 
vorce is less cumbersome. It is the all
important matter of residence which has 
made Nevada the delight of those who 
wish to obtain divorces. Until 1931 Ne
vada required a six-months r esidence be
fore one could fil e suit. In that year the 
requirement was cut to six weeks. 

Free From Prying Eyes 

There are those who contemptuously 
a ssert that Nevada makes things easy 
for divorce seekers merely because of the 
economic gain which accrues to the state 
from the residence of these people. Ac
tually by cutting the period of residence 
from six months to six weeks the state 
showed that its main purpose was not 
that of k eeping visiting litigants in the 
state a s long as possible with the attend
ant spending of money and filling of the 
state coffers. The legislators believed that 
divorce and marriage should be made as 
painless and as easy as possible. Six 
weeks' r esidence for a divorce seemed 
long enough-while no residence at all 
is required for the obtaining of a mar
riage license. 

In case you are ever apt to need the 
information , h er e's how a divorce is ob
tained in Reno: You arrive in Reno con
vinced that Cupid is as phony as a 
three-dollar bill and that you want to be 
freed from that dreadful man (woman) 
to whom you are married. You seek out 
a lawyer. If you don't know one, open 
the phone book. You'll find 151 of them 
listed there (I counted them). Pick 
one out and go and see him. One law
yer is about a s g-ood a s another when 
you're seeking- a divorce which is to be 

(Continued on iWge 35) 




	Colliers-12-28-1935
	Collier's-12-1925RelaxinReno001
	Collier's-12-1925RelaxinReno002
	Collier's-12-1925RelaxinReno003

	collier's page 35

