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RENO DIVORCES, 1927 MODEL 
ORTY-EIGHT RENO DIVORCE SUITS in the first 
forty-eight hours of the new Kevada divorce law, which 
requires but three months' residence instead of six, is the 

from Reno, long recognized by newspaper editors, facetious 
otherwise, as "America's divorce capital." The law was 

of "last-minute" legislation, it seems, which means that 
lftS rushed through during th~ closing hours of the session. 

means of what one Nevada paper characterizes as "parlia
tary footpadism," it was brought to a vote in the early hours 

ihe morning, with many of the members "in a more or less 
tose condition." Moreover, it was signed by the Governor 

ore partaking of his grapefruit, toast, and coffee at breakfast 
" according to one paper, altho it does not guarantee that 
rnor Balzar did not also have bacon and eggs. The fact 
does stand out, every one agree~, is that the competition 

· hed by Paris and Mexican divorce courts was becoming too 
· that it was robbing Reno of one of her chief industries
. g to men and women who considered their better halves 

y millstones about their necks. In addition to Mexican 
te, scenery, and legal celerity, and the bootlegging divorce 
try of Paris, there loomed over Reno's prosperity, according 
Virginia City (Nev.) Chronicle, the threat of a four-months' 

ence provision by a sister Western State, name unmen
. But the State legislators rose to the occasion; "they 

one over' on a prospective rival," remarks this Nevada 

w, a remarkable thing about all this is that the majority of 
a dailies and weeklies, polled by telegraph, severely criti

the haste with which the measure was put through, and the 
'on is reflected in rather caustic editorials. In the opinion 
e Elko Independent, "the better class of the people of this 
will experience disgust over this coup of the Reno business 

who prey upon the nation's wedded failures. A few foxy 
kers have hoodwinked the people of this State and sold 

good name." The new law is termed a "mercenary mea
"by more than one Nevada paper, but its economic value is 
tioned by the Winnemucca Humboldt Sta1·. "Lawyers, of 

, will profit, but apartment-house owners and merchants," 
are assured, "will lose unless the trade is doubled, and that 
'bility is doubtful." To quote a daily which is in a position 

;bow the facts-the Reno Gazette: 

'Nothing has been added to the credit of Nevada by the enact
t of the three-months' divorce law. On the contrary, it 
only operate to lessen the respect in which our courts will be 
by its own people and the esteem in which we are regarded 

our sister States. It is an open bid for the nation's divorce 
, with the courts of this State as a bargain counter. 

'The fact that the proposal to change the former six-months' 
was kept a secret, and the unseemly haste with which the 
dment was rushed through the Senate and the House during 

last hours of the legislative session disclose that its proponents 
'dered it unsafe to lay the matter before the people for fair 
'deration. That such was not done will bring more criti-
upon the law than its actual provisions." 

ording to H. R. Cooke, President of the Nevada Bar As-
. tion, the new law is a "cold-blooded bid for the dollars of 

ppily married men and women from other States, nothing 
nor less." Dispatches say Mr. Cooke was" surprized and 
sted to learn that the legislature had passed the law, and 
the Governor, with what appears to be indecent haste, had 

it. The passage of this law, during the early hours of the 
kning, after the time fixt by the Constitution for adjournment, 

indefensible.'' 
What Nevada is doing, explains a capital daily, the Carson 

,Vews, is to bid for the divorce business of the country by 
'ng cut residence requirements, rather than cut rates. At 
same time that it passed the three-months' divorce law, the 

· lature rejected a bill which provided for wide-open gambling. 

Yet, declares the Tonopah Bonanza, "as between three months' 
divorce and wide-open gambling, the latter is to be preferred." 
This paper is convinced that the new divorce law will bring to 
Reno, where the State University is located," an undesirable type 
of short-term residents." As a result, declares the Ely (Nev.) 
Times, "the State will receive unfavorable publicity throughout 
the nation." Continues The Times: 

"Nevada is already the most misunderstood Commonwealth 
in the Union, and the action of the legislature will further ac
centuate this unfortunate situation. It is our opinion that the 
people of the State are not in sympathy with the new law, and 
that it will not remain upon the statute books longer than the 
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ANOTHER GOLD STRIKE IN THE WEST 

-Brown in the New York llerald Tribune 

next session of the legislature. There seems to be little or no 
advantage to be gained, from a business standpoint, under the 
new divorce law. Divorcees remain in the State just half as long 
as they did under the old law, therefore it will take just twice as 
many of them to bring the same financial returns.'' 

The story of the enactment of the new t l·ree-months' law is 
told in an Associated Press dispatch frorr Nevada's capital, 
Carson City: 

"In the early hours before dawn to-day the amendment to the 
divorce law slipt through both houses of the legislature in its 
closing hours and was signed by Gov. Fred. B. Balzar before 
breakfast time. Later, members of the legislature were aroused 
from somnolence and exprest amazement when told of the pro
vision of the bill for which they had voted. Most of them 
thodght they had merely added insanity as the eighth cause of 
divorce in the State. 

"After midnight the Senate adopted an arne h en.t to the 
bill naming insanity as a reason for severing of r a ties. and 
sent the measure back to the Assembly for con<' ce. When 
the Assembly refused to concur, conference cor s were ap-
pointed by both houses. These were unable to 1d a 'free' 
conference committee was named. The word s changed 
to 'three' in two places by the committee. V .el< a minutes 
the House and the Senate had passed the bill r,u/'a It£ \e period 
of residence of divorce seekers to three months. e've t-1 

"Many legislators exprest indignation that t.:le members of 
tbe free conference committee had reduced the required residence 
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period without instruction and without explaining to either house 
what they had done. It developed, however, that many prom
inent politicians, attorneys, and hotel keepers roamed the legis
lative corridors in behalf of the three-months' provision while it 
was being enacted." 

If Nevada co=ent on the new divorce law is caustic, outside 
editorial remarks may be characterized as scathing. In fact, 
the Providence Journal points to it in an editorial as an example 
of the danger of last-minute legislation. The divorce laws of 
Nevada, maintains The Journal, already were too lenient; "in 
other States various terms of residence, from one year to three, 
are reauired, and South Carolina grants no divorces at all." 
"As for the Governor, he must have been ~n sympathy with those 

"MUDDLING THROUGH" WITH TURKEY 

T HE BRITISH HAVE NOTHING "ON" US, anum 
ber of American editors are convinced, when it comes 
to "muddling through" a situation, particularly & 

diplomatic one where the Senate has-or takes-a hand. Fo 
example, our official relations with Turkey were left suspended 
in mid-air, "like Mohammed's coffin," by the refusal of the Sena 
to ratify the Treaty of Lausanne. The situation thus created, 
remarks the Philadelphia Inquirer, "was so plainly impossibl 
that it was incumbent upon the State Department to come 
some arrangement that would guard American rights in Turkey." 
Our interests, according to the Detroit Free Press, are secon 

to those of no other Power, therefore th 
news that Admiral Mark L. Bristol, Arne 
ican High Commissioner in Turkey, h 
negotiated an agreement providing for 
renewal of the modus vivendi which expir 
last February, is hailed by the majority 
our newspapers as a victory for Americ 
business and educational interests in Turkey 
and a slap on the Senate's collective wris 
In the opinion of the Providence J ourn 
"the Turkish case again proves that t 
conduct of our foreign relations must 
largely an executive function, rather than 
legislative matter." 

lawyers and lawmakers who wanted more 
divorce-seeking strangers in the State, more 
patrons for the hotels, cabarets, and shops, 
and more clients for sympathetic attorneys," 
remarks the Chicago Daily News. The "sin
ister history of trickery" behind the new 
law is noted by the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
and while the Little Rock Arkansas Gazette 
does not believe that the majority of the 
people of Nevada "want the bars let down 
for the benefit of the Reno divorce indus
try," it nevertheless reminds us that "the 
State legislature has written the record for 
all the world to see, and the ~tate will be 
largely judged by that record." Further
more, believes the Manchester Union, 
"Nevada should not hide behind a tale of 
sleepy legislators, caught napping by the 
divorce bill. It should be a sport, and say it 
wanted a change in the six-months' divorce 
law." Something had to be done, points 
out the Minneapolis Tribune. Continues the 
Minnesota daily: 
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Besides continuing America's non-trea 
position in the matter of commercial rec" 
procity and customs, the arrangemen 
entered into by Admiral Bristol and Forei 
Minister Tewfik Bey, of Turkey, provid 
for the establishment of consular servi 
and the eventual exchange of Ambassado 
In the latter respect, observes The Fr 
Press, "the understanding is obviously som 
thing more than a mere renewal of the ol 
modus vivendi. It means the resumption 
diplomatic relations between the two cou 
tries." If the Lausanne Treaty is ratifi 
by the Senate before June 1, 1928, the da 

AN "ADMIRAL DIPLOMAT" 

"This new law will be attractive to pros
pective or potential divorcees for two reasons: 
first, the length and cost of approach to a 
decree will be greatly reduced. Second, the 
pain of living in Nevada will be cut in two. 

The American High Commissioner at 
Constantinople, Admiral Mark L. 
Bristol, U. S. N., who negotiated 
the agreement with Turkey for the 
reestablishment of diplomatic and 

consular relations. 
"American lawyers in Paris have been 

doing a thriving business in the French 
capital by farming out divorce cases of American clients, and 
M exican lawyers have found it easy in some of the States of the 
republic to obtain decrees for American applicants, who were 
not obliged to go to Mexico at all." 

It is not hard for the Minneapolis Journal to picture the Reno 
of the future: "Flourishing hotels half full of spoiled, idle wives, 
drawn from the four corners of America by the opportunity to 
obtain speedy divorces on flimsy pretexts, and half full of spoiled, 
idle men, drawn there by the same lure." What will happen next, 
observes the New Haven Register, "is hard to predict. Perhaps 
the Soviet Government of Russia will inaugurate divorce mills 
that will grind out decrees at greatly reduced rates without any 
residential requirements at all." 

In two Nevada papers, however, we find a spirited defense of 
the new three-months' divorce law. "As the legislature saw fit 
to enact the law, the wisdom of the majority will be followed, 
comment of Eastern and other newspapers to the contrary--not
withstanding," asserts the Carson · City Appeal, and the Elko 
Free Press believes that-

" Divorce should be made as easy as marriage. When two 
people find they are not suited to each other, they should be 
given their freedom. The laws of our nation permit a man to 
marry in any State. The securing of their freedom should be 
equally simple, 

"How a~rn '.;tginary State line can make a difference when 
a man is a ,zen of the United States is impossible to under
stand. If Nevada can make men and women happier by a three
months' residence law, she should have it." 

of the expiration of · the agreement, i 
stipulations will supersede those of the Bristol arrangemen 
At present, recalls the Springfield Republican, "Turkey is t 
only country of importance that has not some sort of rep 
sentatives in the United States. Even Russia is represented b 
the Charge d'Affaires of the defunct Kerenslcy Government, a 
China by the Minister of the shadowy government at Peking. 

Twenty-seven other nations, including those which took u 
arms against Turkey in the World War, we are reminded b 
the Philadelphia Evening Public Ledger, have recognized t 
Angora Government of Mustafa Kemal Pasha. In fact, we 
assured by the Manchester Union: 

"Turkey to-day is becoming rapidly modernized. She ' 
adopting modern ideas, and Western dress and manners. M 
nogamy has supplanted the harem, women have discarded t 
veil, and men have substituted the hat for the fez. These ou 
ward changes are an evidence that the Turkish people are · 
process of transition; that the Turk is changing. The Gove 
ment at Angora also exhibits a desire to take its place amo 
the respected governments of the world." 

But favorable editorial comment is not unanimous. 
Philadelphia Record, for example: 

"It would certainly be very singular if the President shoul 
defy the judgment of the Senate and recognize Mus 
Kemal by accrediting an Ambassador to him. If our man 
facturers wish to sell their goods in Turkey, they can do 
without an Ambassador, and without formal recognition 
the Angora Government." 


